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The following actions have been taken by Federal agencies. They have all been previously summarized in CONSUMER 
REGISTER. The extent of consumer comment is reported when such information is available. 

@ Effective Jan. 19, 1976, Food & Drug Administration (FDA) will require that oral contraceptives (the Pill) be 
labeled to warn users that the medicine will not prevent venereal disease. FDA received 21 comments on the proposal, 15 
in favor, 5 against & one that did not directly respond to the proposal. Details—Federal Register: Oct. 20, page 48918; 
April 19, 1974, page 13972. CONSUMER REGISTER: June 1, 1974. 


@ On Feb. 2, 1976, Federal Trade Commission (FTC) will require mail order companies to make prompt refunds to 
consumers whose prepaid merchandise is not shipped within 30 days after ordering. Details — Federal Register: Oct. 22, 
page 49492; April 15, 1974, page 13563; March 25, 1974, page 9201 & 9203. CONSUMER REGSTER: May 1, 1974 & April 1, 


1974.CONSUMER NEWS this issue. 


@ On Oct. 28, Federal Reserve System’s (FRS) regulation became effective which prohibits denying credit to anyone 
solely on the basis of sex or marital status. Regulation implements the Equal Credit Opportunity Act. Details — Federal 
Register: Oct. 22, page 49298; April 25, page 18183. CONSUMER REGISTER: June 1. 


Petitions 


National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) is setting up a format to make it easier for consumers 
& others to have their petitions acted upon as quickly as possi- 
ble. Petitions could involve ideas for new regulations or requests 
for car recall actions. 


Petitions, under NHTSA’s format, must be written in Eng- 
lish, carry a heading that includes the word “Petition,” be ad- 
dressed to the NHTSA administrator & contain the reason for 
the request. A “Petition” heading is to simplify NHTSA’s task of 
identifying & separating these requests from the large volume of 
other mail the agency receives daily. 

A petition should be addressed as follows: 

Administrator 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
400 7th St. SW 
Washington, DC 20590 
On the inside: 
Heading (include the word “Petition”) 
Text—setting forth facts to show that an order is neces- 
sary. 
Brief description 
Name & address of petitioner. 


Details—Federal Register: Sept. 10, page 42013. 


Drug costs—correction 


CONSUMER REGISTER: Sept. 1 reported a Register Result 
on maximum allowable costs (MAC) for payment of certain pre- 
scribed drugs. The summary said that Health, Education & 
Welfare Dept. (HEW) received 150 comments on the proposal. 
Those comments referred to one aspect of the proposal: adminis- 
tration of medical assistance programs. HEW actually received 
2,600 comments on proposals dealing with general administra- 
tion of the program. 


Details—Federal Register: July 31, page 32284. 


Loud commercials 


Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is reminding 
radio & television stations that they have an obligation to see 
that objectionably loud commercials are not broadcast. Consum- 
ers have complained that some commercials are often louder 
than the programs they watch or listen to & that they are com- 
pelled to turn the volume down when the commercials are broad- 
cast. 

Some of the practices causing loud commercials that FCC 
has identified are: 


e Excessive modulation, excessive volume compression & 


excessive use of other electrical processing devices, particularly 
where pre-recorded material is being presented. 

© Voice commercials presented in a rapid-fire, loud & stri- 
dent manner. 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 15, 1975, page 34188. 


Defect notification 


Nov. 21 is deadline for comments on National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) proposal to require 
manufacturers of car equipment—both original equipment & re- 
placement parts—to notify consumers when their products con- 
tain safety-related defects. This proposal expands on past pro- 
posals & describes reporting methods that manufacturers must 
follow. This proposal would have the most significant impact on 
replacement equipment. 


NHTSA had previously proposed to extend defect reports 
requirements to equipment manufacturers in January 1974, but 
many of those manufacturers objected & said they were not re- 
quired by law to determine that defects existed or to notify pur- 
chasers. However, the 1974 amendments to the National Traffic 
& Motor Vehicle Safety Act require such compliance. (Before 
the amendments were put into effect—on Dec. 26, 1974— 
manufacturers of equipment were responsible for notification of 
defects or non-compliance only if NHTSA said the equipment 
was defective or not in compliance. 


Details—Federal Register: Sept. 19, page 43227. CONSUMER 
NEws: April 1, 1975; Dec. 1, 1974. Send comments to Docket 
Section, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
Washington, DC 20590. 


Pensions 


Pension Benefit Guaranty Corp. (PBGC) has defined the 
types of benefits it will guarantee under a section of the Em- 
ployee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974. This act estab- 
lished PBGC to protect workers’ benefits if pension plans col- 
lapse or companies fail. 


To be guaranteed by PBGC, a benefit provided under a pen- 
sion plan must be (1) payable in periodic installments, (2) de- 
signed to provide income for the life of the participant or for his 
beneficiaries, & (3) nonforfeitable on the date of the termination 
of the plan. Cost of living adjustments are guaranteed if they 
become effective before the date the plan expires. 


Pensions are guaranteed for certain normal age retirement 
benefits (normal age may be different for different plans), early 
retirement benefits, disability benefits & benefits for survivors 
of deceased pension participants. 


For more details on what is covered by the Employee Re- 
tirement Income Security Act, write for a free copy of the 
ERISA booklet to Pension Benefit Guaranty Corp., Box 7119, 
Washington, DC 20044. 





Provisions for other types of pension plans will be published 
later. 


“Details—Federal Register: Sept. 22, page 43509; June 5, page 
24206. 


IUDs (continued) 


Nov. 14 is new deadline for comments on Food & Drug Ad- 
ministration’s (FDA) proposal to require patient & professional 
labeling of intrauterine birth-control devices. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 15, page 48362; July 1, page 
27796. CONSUMER REGISTER: Aug. 15. Send comments to Hear- 
ing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane, 
Rockville, MD 20852. 


Playground equipment (continued) 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has ex- 
tended the period for developing a mandatory safety standard 
for public playground equipment to Jan. 12, 1976. National Rec- 
reation & Park Association, which has been chosen to develop 
the standard, said it needs more time to develop the standard 
because of the large variety of consumer products that are cov- 
ered by “public playground equipment.” 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 15, page 48388; March 7, page 
10706. CONSUMER REGISTER: April 1. 


Power saws 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has denied 
a petition from Barry H. Limoges to require that safety booklets 
be distributed with home workshop power saws. 


In April 1974, Limoges told CPSC that safety booklets were 
needed & cited a National Electronic Injury Surveillance Sys- 
tem (NEISS) report showing that in 1972 electrically powered 
saws were responsible for 43,000 accidents requiring hospital 
emergency room treatment. 


After reviewing data & meeting with the Power Tool Insti- 
tute & National Bureau of Standards (NBS), CPSC decided 
that since instruction books are presently called for by Under- 
writers Laboratories standards & are distributed with the 
power saws, the petition should be denied. 


CPSC says it intends to continue its research on power saw 
hazards. 


Details —Federal Register: Oct. 16, page 48547. 


Voting rights 


Jan. 2, 1976 is deadline for comments on Justice Dept.’s 
interim guidelines on elections conducted in languages other 
than English. Justice is implementing the Voting Rights Act 
Amendments of 1975 (Public Law 94-73). 


Among the new provisions are requirements that certain 
states & political subdivisions run elections & registration in 
language other than English. Purpose is to make the registration 
& voting process comparable to those processes in English. All 
elections are covered by the requirement, from local bond issues 
to Presidential elections. 


Guidelines define (1) “language minority group” — persons 
who are American Indian, Asian American, Alaskan Natives or 
of Spanish heritage; (2) political subdivisions; & (3) written 
material that must be given to the voters. 


Special allowances would have to be made for the language 
minority group, such as allowing the voters, in some cases, to 
carry sample ballots into the voting booth. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 3, page 46080. Send comments 
to Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, Justice 
Dept., Washington, DC 20530. 


NOTE—Justice & Census Bureau have designated over 500 
election districts in 27 states that must hold bilingual elections 
this year. Those districts contain Spanish, native Alaskan & 
American Indian language minorities. Additional districts will 
be designated later as having Asian American language 
minorities. Also, additional districts containing other American 
Indian language minorities may be designated later. 


Fresh fruits & vegetables 


Feb. 15, 1976, is deadline for comments on Agriculture 
Dept.’s proposal to establish uniform names for U.S. grades of 
fruits & vegetables. 


Agriculture says that grade standards, which are voluntary, 
have come to mean different things for different products. For 
example, U.S. No. 1 is the second grade for potatoes & the third 
grade for apples. There are at least 4 different terms to describe 
the top grade for 82 fresh fruits, vegetables, & nuts — terms 
such as U.S. Extra No. 1 (potatoes), U.S. Extra Fancy (apples), 
U.S. Fancy (oranges & grapefruit) & U.S. No. 1 (onions). This 
lack of uniformity of terms make it difficult for consumers to rely 
on grades to get the quality of fruits & vegetables they want. 


Following are proposed grade names & definitions: 

U.S. Fancy—Premium quality; covers only the top quality pro- 
duced. 

U.S. No. 1—The chief trading grade; represents good average 
quality that is practical to pack (can or freeze) under com- 
mercial conditions; covers the bulk of production. 

U.S. No. 2—Intermediate quality between U.S. No. 1 & U.S. 
No. 3; noticeably superior to U.S. No. 3. 

U.S. No. 3—The lowest quality practical to pack (can or freeze) 
under normal conditions. 


Details—Federal Register: Oct. 6, page 46115. Send comments 
to Hearing Clerk, Agriculture Dept., Washington, DC 20250. 


Hearings 


PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICE DISCLOSURE—Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) announces following dates & places 
for public hearings [CONSUMER REGISTER: July 1). 

Dec. 1 

Room 347 A&B, John C. Kluczynski Federal Bldg. 

230 S. Dearvorn St., Chicago, IL 

(To speak, inform Jerome S. Lamet, Federal Trade Com- 
mission, 55 E. Monroe St., Chicago, IL 60603, by Nov. 21. Or 
call 312-353-4423. ) 

Dec. 15 

Room 12138 Federal Bldg. 

450 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco, CA 

(To speak, inform John M. Porter at the above address by 
Nov. 21. Or call 415-556-1270.) 


Jan. 12, 1976 

Room 332 FTC Bldg. 

6th & Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, DC 

(To speak, inform Bruce M. Chadwick at above address by 
Dec. 19. Or call 202-163-6423.) 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items 
deemed of particular interest to consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or 
authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. Federal Register is 
published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of the Federal Register, National 
Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration. Subscription is $5 a month or $50 a year & may be 
ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. Superintendent also 
sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Free copies of Federal Register may be available in libraries. 





For you Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
These forms are for you to CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


use, if you wish, in commenting This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 
on any Federal Agency pro- by (name of agency) 

posal summarized in CONSUMER published in Federal Register on (date) 
REGISTER. Of course, if you 

cannot get your comments on 

the front & back of a form, feel 

free to continue your comments 

on additional paper. 


on (page) 


Send comment forms to 
addresses listed in the sum- 
maries. 

CONSUMER NEWS is publish- 
ing these forms in cooperation 
with Food & Drug Adminis- 
tration (FDA). 


Name 


Street 


* Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
Rate Register 


CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


This is my opinion on (title of item in ConsuMER REGISTER) 


Mortgages 


Effective Sept. 2, Housing & 
Urban Development Dept. (HUD) 
changed the maximum interest rate 
that may be charged on a HUD- 
insured mortgage from 8%% to 9%. 
HUD said the change is necessary “to 
meet the mortgage market.”’ 
Details—Federal Register: Oct. 8, 
page 47105. 


Gas 


@ Federal Power Commission 
(FPC) is considering permitting the 
sale of methane gas, when mixed with 
natural gas, to be produced syntheti- 
cally from cow manure. The Adminis- 
trative Law Judge who approved the 
sale said this process would relieve the 
gas shortage — “the supply of organic 
wastes is never ending.” 


by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 


The methane — in the case before 
FPC — will be manufactured by Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
Calorific Recovery Anerobic Process CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
sis teat tear adie ate This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 
organic matter will be converted into by (name of agency) 
pipeline quality natural gas by bac- 


teria. published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 


Buses 


e Effective Oct. 20 Greyhound 
Bus Lines began offering “Helping 
Hand Service” to make travel easier 
for the handicapped. Under the plan, 
being filed with Interstate Commerce 
Commission (ICC), any handicapped 
person who buys a bus ticket may have 
his non-motorized wheel chair or other 
aid stored in the baggage compart- 
ment of the bus at no extra charge. In 


(Continued next page) 


Nov. 1, 1975 





Rate Register 
(continued) 


addition, if a doctor states — in writ- 
ing — that the traveler needs an at- 
tendant, that attendant is allowed to 
ride free. Plan is good on all versions 
of Greyhound’s Ameripass as well as 
for full fare tickets. For air travelers, 
Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) has 
proposed certain rules for airline tick- 
ets for the physically handicapped, but 
the proposal does not include provi- 
sions for attendants flying without 
charge [CONSUMER REGISTER: Sept. 
15, 1974]. 


Planes 


@ On Sept. 15, United Airlines, 
American Airlines & Trans World Air- 
lines opposed Civil Aeronautics 
Board’s (CAB) proposal to experiment 
with deregulation of airlines [CON- 
SUMER REGISTER: Aug. 1]. Airlines 
said experiment would be illegal, 
harmful & unnecessary. 

@ On Sept. 25, Civil Aeronautics 
Board (CAB) rejected United Air- 
lines’ proposal for a 4.2% fuel sur- 
charge that was designed to cover ex- 
pected higher costs for petroleum. The 
increase, which was scheduled to go 
into effect Oct. 1, was suspended be- 
cause CAB said there was no basis in 
assuming that fuel increases are immi- 
nent. 


@ On Sept. 25, Civil Aeronautics 
Board (CAB) approved United Air- 
line’s proposal to have excursion fares 
from selected northern cities to 
Florida—replacing Florida Bicenten- 
nial fares. Discounts are available on 
weekends & for trips shorter than 750 
miles (1207 kilometers). This new plan 
limits excursion-fare travelers to 35% 
of the seats on any one flight. Excur- 
sion fares will start early next year. 

©On Oct. 9, Justice Dept. & 
Transportation Dept. endorsed Pan 
American Airlines’ (PanAm) proposal 
that Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) 
permit it to carry passengers between 
New York & San Francisco [RATE 
REGISTER: Oct. 15]. At present, PanAm 
is not permitted to carry domestic pas- 
sengers even though it flies that route 
on international flights. 


Consumers may wish to comment 
on this proposal by writing, as soon as 
possible, to Docket Section, Civil 
Aeronautics Board, Washington, DC 
20428. Be sure to refer to Docket No. 
28309. 


@ In mid-October, all domestic air- 
lines asked Civil Aeronautics Board 
(CAB) to approve a 3% increase in air 
fares within the contiguous 48 states. 
Unless CAB acts against the increase, 
it will become effective on Nov. 15. 
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